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Local Government Act 1993

[as amended by all amendments that commenced on or before 12 September
2008]

An Act to provide for local government, and for related
purposes

Chapter 1 Preliminary

Part 1 Introduction

1 Short title
This Act may be cited as the Local Government Act 1993.

Part 2 Objects

2 Objects of this Act
The objects of this Act include—

(a) providing a legal framework for an effective, efficient
and accountable system of local government; and

(b) recognising a jurisdiction of local government sufficient
to allow a local government to take autonomous
responsibility for the good rule and government of its
area with a minimum of intervention by the State; and

(c) providing for community participation in the local
government system; and
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(d) defining the role of participants in the local government
system; and
(e) establishing an independent process for ongoing review
of certain important local government issues.
Part 3 Interpretation
3 Definitions
The dictionary in schedule 2 defines particular words used in
this Act.
4 Meaning of owner of land

(1) An owner of land is—

(a)
(b)

(ba)
(bb)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

€]

a registered proprietor of freehold land; or

a purchaser of land to be held as freehold land that is
being purchased from the State under an Act; or

a purchaser of land under a housing Act contract; or

a person who has a share in land that the person bought
under a housing Act contract; or

a lessee of land held from the State, and a manager,
overseer or superintendent of the lessee who lives on the
land; or

a holder of—
(i) a mining claim or lease; or

(i1)) land mentioned in the Mineral Resources Act 1989,
schedule, definition owner; or

a lessee under the Petroleum Act 1923 or the Petroleum
and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004; or

a lessee of land held from a government entity or local
government; or

the holder of—



s5

69 s5
Local Government Act 1993

(h)
@

G

(i) an occupation permit under an Act, a stock grazing
permit under an Act or a permit prescribed by
regulation; or

(i) a permit to occupy under the Land Act 1994; or

(i11) a permission to occupy from the chief executive of
the department responsible for the administration
of the Forestry Act 1959; or

a licensee under the Land Act 1994; or

for land on which there is a structure subject to a time
share scheme—the person notified to the local
government concerned as the person responsible for the
administration of the scheme as between participants in
the scheme; or

another person who—
(1) 1s entitled to receive the rent for the land; or

(i1) would be entitled to receive the rent for the land if
it were leased at a rack-rent.!

(2) However, an owner does not include the State or a
government entity except so far as it is liable under an Act to
pay a rate.

Meaning of conclusion of local government election

(1) The conclusion of the election of a councillor, other than a
councillor of the Brisbane City Council, is—

(a)

(b)

if the councillor is elected at an election of all
councillors of the local government—the day on which
the last declaration of a poll conducted in the election is
displayed in the local government’s public office as
required by this Act; or

if the councillor is elected at a by-election and—

(i) a poll is conducted—the day on which the
declaration of the poll is displayed in the local

1

Rack-rent of land is a rent for the land that is the highest possible rent for the land. It
implies that the land is leased commercially.
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(©)

government’s public office as required by this Act;
or

(i) a poll is not conducted—the day after the
nomination day for the by-election; or

if, because the number of candidates nominated for
election is the same or less than the number of
councillors to be elected, the councillor is elected (other
than at a by-election) and—

(i) 1 or more polls are conducted in the local
government area—the day on which the last
declaration of a poll conducted in the local
government area is displayed in the local
government’s public office as required by this Act;
or

(i1)) no poll is conducted in the local government
area—o6p.m. on the day that a poll would otherwise
have been required under this Act to be conducted.

(2) The conclusion of the election of a councillor of the Brisbane
City Council is—

()

(b)

for a quadrennial election—when the names of all
candidates elected are published in the gazette; or

for a by-election whether or not a poll is
conducted—when the name of the candidate elected is
published in the gazette.2

Meaning of material personal interest

(1) A person has a material personal interest in an issue if the
person has, or should reasonably have, a realistic expectation
that, whether directly or indirectly, the person or an associate
stands to gain a benefit or suffer a loss, including a benefit or
loss as a director of a significant business entity under chapter
8, part 7 that is, or is to become, an LGOC, depending on the
issue’s outcome.

2

The Electoral Act 1992, section 123(2)(c) provides for publication in the gazette of
the name of each candidate elected. That section is applied to the conduct of
Brisbane City Council elections—see the City of Brisbane Act 1924, section 17(5).
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(2) An associate is any of the following persons—

3)

(a)
(b)

(©
(d)

(e)

a spouse or other member of the person’s household;

an entity (other than a government entity) of which the
person or the person’s nominee is a member;

a partner of the person;

an employer (other than a government entity) of the
person;

a person prescribed by regulation.

However, a person does not have a material personal interest
in an issue—

(a)

(b)

if the issue is about—

®

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(Vi)

the remuneration of councillors or members of a
local government committee or directors of
significant business entities that are, or are to
become, LGOCs; or

salary, wages or other remuneration of local
government employees; or

the terms on which goods, services or facilities are
to be offered by the local government for use or
enjoyment of the public in its area; or

the making or levying of a rate, or the fixing of a
regulatory fee, by the local government; or

a planning scheme of general application in the
local government’s area; or

provision of superannuation entitlements or
accident insurance for councillors or employees of
the local government; or

if the interest is merely—

@

(ii)

as an elector, ratepayer or resident of the local
government’s area; or

as a user of goods, services or facilities supplied, or
to be supplied, by the local government (whether
under a contract or otherwise) as a member of the
public in common with other members of the
public; or
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(ii1)) as a member of a non-profit, charitable or religious
organisation involving no personal gain or loss to
the person; or
(iv) as a member of another entity in which the member
does not have personal financial interest; or
(c) merely because the person—
(1) 1is an employee of the State or a government entity;
or
(i1) 1is a candidate for election or appointment as mayor
or deputy mayor of the local government or
chairperson, deputy chairperson, member or
delegate member of any of its committees or a
director of a significant business entity that is, or is
to become, an LGOC or the shareholder’s delegate
for an LGOC; or
(i11) may become entitled to benefits under a policy of
accident insurance, public liability or professional
indemnity insurance held, or to be held, by the
local government.
(4) This section does not apply to section 689.
7 Meaning of open to inspection
(1) If a document is open to inspection—
(a) 1if a document is open to inspection under chapter 8§, 9,
10 or 11—it must be held in the local government’s
public office; and
(b) if it is a document of a local government—it must be
held in the local government’s public office; and
(c) if it is a document relating to an electoral and

boundaries review commission’s examination or
determination of a reviewable local government
matter—

(1) it must be held in the electoral commission’s office
at Brisbane and the public office of each local
government concerned (the prescribed offices);
and
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2)

3)

“4)

S

(i) it may also be held at another office under
arrangements made by the commission; and

(d) ifitis a document of another entity—it must be held in
an office of the entity that is open to the public.

If a person is authorised under this Act to inspect the
document, the person may, free of charge and at any time
when the office in which the document is held is open for
business—

(a) inspect the document; and
(b) make copies of, or take extracts from, the document.

The following persons are authorised to inspect the
document—

(a) if this Act specifies a description of person who may
inspect the document—the person and the person’s
agents;

(b) in another case—all persons.

The person (the custodian) who has the custody of the
document is not required to supply any facility or service to a
person in making a copy of, or taking an extract from, the
document.

However, if the custodian supplies a facility or service to a
person in making a copy or extract, the custodian may charge
a reasonable fee for the facility or service.

Documents open to inspection not to contain information
about protected persons

(1)

This section applies to a document that—
(a) 1is, under this Act, open to inspection; and

(b) is, or is based on, a document given to the local
government by the chief executive (valuations); and

(c) would, apart from this section, include the name and
postal address of a protected person.
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2)

3)

If the chief executive (valuations) gives notice to the local
government under the Valuation of Land Act 1944, section
73A,3 about a protected person, the local government must not
include the name and postal address of the protected person in
the document when the document is open to inspection.

In this section—

chief executive (valuations) means the chief executive of the
department in which the Valuation of Land Act 1944 is
administered.

protected person means a person for whose benefit the chief
executive (valuations) has made a direction under the
Valuation of Land Act 1944, section 75B(2), that continues to
have effect.

3 Valuation of Land Act 1944, section 73A—
73A Local governments to be given notice about protected persons

ey

2

3)

“

If a valuation roll or part of a valuation roll is, under section 73, given to
a local government, the chief executive must, at the time the roll or part is
given to the local government, give notice to the local government about
the suppression directions for the benefit of protected persons whose
names and addresses appear in the roll or part.

If a valuation roll or part of a valuation roll has, under section 73, been
given to a local government and a person, whose name and address
appears in the roll or part, becomes a protected person, the chief
executive must give notice to the local government about the suppression
direction for the benefit of the protected person, no later than 7 days after
the date of the direction.

If matters stated in a suppression direction change (including, for
example, the land stated in the direction), the chief executive must give
notice to a local government that has previously been given notice about
the direction.

A notice under this section must be in the approved form.
